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No.TBD.(F) t; -~/~D4-1I 
Government of Himachal Pradesh 
Tribal Development Departmem 

The Pr.Secretaty (TD) to the 
GOYl. of H.P. Shimla-2. 

~ All the Deputy Commissioners in I-j.P. 5iI b 
2. The Resident Commissioner, Pangi, District Chamba, H.P. 
3. The A.D.C. Kaza. 

Dated: Shimla-2, the 28H1 September, 2007. 
'Government ofindia guidelines on Issue of Scheduled Tribe Certificate. 

, . 

Clarifications have been sought from time ' to time on issue of Scheduled Tribes ' ., 
Certificate. As per Article 366(25) of the Constitution of India, Scheduled Tribes are those
communities who are scheduled in accOrdatlce Wilh the Article 342 of the Constitution i.e. only mose ._ 
communities who have been declared as such by the P.resident through an initial public notification will 
be considered as Sched\iled Tribes. 

With respect to Himachal Pradesh, the following communities have been declat'ed as 
Scheduled Tribes as per the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 1950 (C.O.22) notified 011 •. 
6.9.1950:-

I. Bhot, Bodh. 5. Kanaura . Kinnara. 

2. Gaddi. 6. Lahaula. 
3. Gujjar. 7.Pangwala. 
4. Jad, Lamba, Khampa. 8. Swangla . 

Area restrictions for Gujjar and Gaddi Communities , of erstwhile area of Punjab merged "" 
in H.P. in 1966 have been removed as per Schedukld' Caste and Scheduled Tribe Orders (Amendment) . 
Act, 2002 of 8.l.2003. Accordingly, all these 8 Communities are Schedtiled Tribes throughout ., 
Himachal Pradesh. ' 

The guidelines 'issued by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India 011' Issue of 
S.T.Certificate as contained in Chapter 3 of the Annual Report for the year 2005-06 of the Ministl)' of· , 
Tribal Affairs, Government of India, is enclosed. The main features of the guidelines are thai 
Scheduled Tribe is a community atld he may profess any religion; that a person should belong to. su~h 
community and should have permanent abode of their parents at the time of notification of the 

. Presidential Order i.e. Wi or to 6.9.1950 in H.P. and that no person who VIas not Scheduled Tribe 'b~ , 
birth will be deemed to be a Scheduled Tribe merely because he or she has married a person belon'gj ng
to a Sched uled Tribe. 

You are requested to take necessary action as per the guidelines of MoTf\, Governm~nt ..
of India on the Issue of Scheduled Tribe Certificiue. 
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Guidelines of Ministry of 
Tribal AffairJ, G.O,I 
regarding Issue of Scheduled 
Tribe Certificate as contained 
in Para 3,8.l to 3.8.4 of 
Chapter 3 titled The 
Scheduled Tribes and 
Scheduled Areas of Ministry 
of Tribal .A.ffairs. G.O.I. 
Annual Repon 2005-06. 

• 

Ique-()f S~hOOulod Tnt\':~ ·:.ll.it)(. ... t' 

3 .8~ 1 (a) General : Where a person claims to 
.. , . , 
t!elong tG a Scheduled Tribe by birth it sho~ld 

-be verified: -

: 1) That the person and his parents actually 

l~lonw to the community claimed; 

IIi That the community Is Included in the 

Presidential Order specifying the 

Scheduled Tribes In relation to the 

concerned State; 

!!I) Thsl the person belongs to that State 

and to tha area within that State in 

rupect of 'whlch the community has 

- been echeduled; 

-, -

VI 

vi) 

vii) 

,-

That he or his parentS/ grandparents 

etc"should be permanent resident of 

the State/UT on the date of notification 

of the Presidential Order applicable In 

his case. 

A person who Is tempOrarlly away from 

his permanent place of residence at 

the time of the nc»lftcatlon of the 

Presidential Order applicable In his 

case, say for _example to earn a IMno 
-

or seek- eauc8tion, -etc can also be 

-regarded 88 a Scheduled Tribe, _If hNs 

tribe has been specified It:! that Order 

in relation to his State! Union Territory. 

But he cannot be treated as such In 

relation to the place of his temporary 

residence notwithstanding the fact that 

the name of his tribe hael been 

scheduled In respect oft!:lat State where 

he Is temporarily settled , In any 

Presidential Order. 

In the case of persona born after the 

date of notification of the relevant" 

PreSidenti al Or~der, the place of 

residence for the purpose of acquiring 
- , 

Scheduled Tribe status, Is'the place of 
• permanent abode of their -parents at 

the time of the notification of- the 

Presidential Order under which they 

claim to belong to such a tribe. 

.! 



t ScHeduled Tribe <:Iaims on migration 

I) W' .'!re a person mlgr-ates from the 

portlon of the State In respect of Which 

his community is scheduled to another 

part of the ~m~ State In respect of 
which community Is not scheduled, he .. ' ~ 

will continue to be deemed to be · a 
~ ··',1 ." _ 

member of ' the Scheduled Tribe, In 

, relation to that State; 

Ii) Where ,a person migrates from' one 

State to another, he can claim to belong 

to a Scheduled Tribe only In relation 
'. ' 

to the State to which he originally 

: belonged and not in respect of the , 

State to which he 'has migrated, 

(c) Scheduled Tribe claims, through' marriages 

The guiding principle is that no person who 
, . 

was not a Schedul9d Tribe by birth will be 

deemed to be a member of Scheduled Tribe 

, merely because he Or she has married a perSon 

belonging to a Scheduled Tribe. Similarly a 

person who Is a member of a Scheduled Tribe 

" would continue to be a !"lember of that Scheduled 

Tribe, even after his or her marriage with 8 person 

who does ' not belong to a Scheduled Tribe. ,. 
(d) . Issue 'Of Scheduled Tribe, certificates 

( 

~ Olztrlct Maglstrate/·Additlonm Oletrlct 

Magistrate/ Collector/ Deputy 

Commlsslonerl Additional Oe~uty 

Commlsslonerl Deputy Collector! 1" 

Class Stipendiary Maglstratel City 

Magistrate! Sub DMslon;:;l Magistrate/ 

'Taluka Magls~ratel Executive 
, ' 

Maglstrate/ ' Extra Asslstan,," ", 

Commissioner. 

[not below the rank of 1" Class 

StIpendiary Magistrate] 

. 2. Chief Presidency Maglstratel Additional 

Chief Presidency Maglstratel 

Presldency~ Magistrate 

3. Revenue Offtcers not below the rank 

of Tehslldar 

4. Sub-DIvISional OffIcer of the area wheie 

the candidate and! or his tamlly normally ~ 
I ' . -. • ••• 

resides 
, ' 

.' 
5. ' Administrator/ Secretary to t'fie 

Admlnlstratorl Development Officer 

[Lakshadweep ,.,ands] ,-
(e) Punishments for officials Issuing Scheduled .' 

Tribe Certificates without proper verification 

3.8.3 Action Is to be taken against them under 

3.8.2 The candldat,es' be.tonglng to Scheduled the relevant provtslons of the Indian Penal Code " 

Tribes may get Scheduled Tribe certificates. in . ' 

the prescrtbed form, from anyone of the following 

authorities: 

'. . ~. .. 

If any of them Is found to have Issued the 

Scheduled Tribe certificate carelessly ,/Uld wlthqut 
• 

proper verification In addition to the action' to 

.. 
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